[Use of imipenem-cilastatin in antibiotic therapy and prevention in general surgery. One year of clinical experience].
The authors report one year of clinical experience with imipenem-cilastatin, first antibiotic of thienamycin class, in the therapy and prophylaxis of postoperative infectious diseases. One hundred thirty four patients were treated with antibiotic therapy and 10 days after in 98.5% of cases a clinical remission of the disease was obtained; only in 2 patients the effect wasn't evaluable because they died for not drug-related causes. The prophylactic use of this antibiotic was limited to 34 patients with high risk of infectious diseases; only 3 cases (8.8%) showed bacterial contamination and one of them had clinical signs of disease which indicated the absolute need for antibiotic therapy. The Authors also emphasize the excellent results, the tolerability of the drug and the absence of side-effects.